In a culture with 100% live bacteria, the live/dead assay shows that all cells have intact membranes. We hypothesize that the percent live is slightly higher than 100% for some time points at RT because the live/dead calibration curve was performed on cells grown at 29-30 o C and this might affect the way cells are stained by SYTO-9 and propidium iodide in the viability assay (see Materials and Methods). The NH 3 concentration at each step in the titration was determined using the sodium nitroprusside/alkaline hypochlorite method (see Materials and Methods). Graph shows the average of 2 experiments. The results fit in a linear equation with the linear factor close to 1 and the constant close to 0. This demonstrates the ability of the sodium nitroprusside/alkaline hypochlorite method to accurately detect the quantity of added NH 3 at each step in the titration.
